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CFLs keep Adrian man from functioning

By Phil Johpson
willy Tolepram Stall Writ
RAISIN TWE — Compact Auorescent light
(CFL) bulbs are reducing energy costs for
many, but they're a stumbling block for
Adrian's Jerry Straub
Avcording Lo

the Umtﬂd Sultl."h

buth, use .;ihnut T- pen:r-nl less energy and
last up to 10 times longer than incandescent
bulbs. But all the savings in the world can't
make up for what Straub loses in the presence
of CFLs: his ability to funetion

A 1995 auto accident in which Straub suf
fered a severe whiplash injury, left the retired
unglnur mlhr.lut vest:huln.r funclioning,

CFL save consumers about 53 er
the life of the bulb, and last up to 10 times
longer than incandescent bulbs,

Without his ability to balance, Straub had to
rely on others to help him walk. Years of ther-
apy allowed him to walk with the help of a
walking stick and 15 months of neuro-opto-
metric therapy in Traverse City helped him
walk independently,

Actarding 1o Www.carthB1 1.0, tha nearast
location for Adrian resicents 1o meycts Compaat
Fluorescent Light (CFL) bulbs s the Ann Arbor
drop-off site at 2950 E. Ellsworth Road, Ann
Artior, MI 48104, Visit wwiw recyeleannarbon.ong
for facility hours, or call (734) 971-7400,

That progress came crashing down, along
with his body, on Dee. 28, 2008. As Straub
climbed stairs between his family room and
living room, he fell face-first to the ground. He
said he was confused and disoriented after
the fall and felt as # his “brain was in a
blender™

Falling down during his months of therapy
was nothing new for Straub, whose left hand
had to be reconstructed to repair damages
from repeated falls. But this fall was inconsis-
tent with his progress. Trying to figure out
what triggered his stumble, Straub learned
that his wife, Carol, had just finished installing
CFL light bulbs in the living reom. Straub said
he left the room and slowly began to regain
his composure while the lights were switched
back to incandescent bulbs

Since his first experience with the CFL

bulbs, Straub has had similar reactions (o
lights at a home show and a motel exercise
facility, both times leaving him disoriented
and unable to walk without support. His reac-
tions have lefl his doctors perplexed,

“I really wish 1 knew. That's the question of
the year,” said Dr: Jan Hansen of Saline, about
the causes of Straub's symploms. “I'm
seratehing my head as muech as anyone,”

Hansed, who'has been working with Straub
since his auto accident, said she has patients
wha have complained of headaches due to
certain types of light, but she has never seen
a case exactly like Straub's. Unfortunately,
she has little advice to give him.

“T've seen adverse reactions to things so |
thought, ‘Let’s just let the information evolve,' ™
she said,

Straub is combating the problem by cru-
sading against CFL lightz. He calls ahead
before he patronizes stores or restauranis,
and sold homes in Canada and northern
Michigan both to aveid the bulbs and to be
closer to family. Canada has passed legisla-
tion to ban incandescent light bulbs by 2010
With other pending legislation and the rising

ularity of CFL bulbs in the United States,

is worried that someday he may be a
prisorerin his own home. But Straub’s prof-
bem is only one of the potential hazards of CFL
lighting. A glance at one of the bufhs’ warning
labels reveals that CFLs contain mercury, a
neurotoxin thal can cause damage to the
body's nervous system and kidnevs.

Plense see CFL, page AS
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be tnmpering with the electrical
impalses in has brain, which he said

1 E;aﬁfu i possible explanation for
; .‘mhut-hmh:s.n
1 gollen apy cred
mﬁlmlmmt“wwmnm
- He fears he isn't really the only one
e
others will rroeld i %
his symptoes.
The retired engineer i trying to

ﬁu CFLs bat %?nrih mmlmhﬁ
green” nstalling L
Bmi.l.rqm‘ Diodes (LEDs). A trip Lo a
ﬂshﬂnﬁn in Chelses helped him
kitchen with remde-can-

LED He's  also
w:ﬂumd stramds Christrmas.
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lights which he estimates will oaly
ml!\;mmmnhrﬂxm

" devouring everything 1
MHHTLEDWMEE'L?"H

[F] ﬁghl.hﬂ P'““"“l
LED lighting has been tough for
Straub. Currently LEDs are not u
rnndlbnﬂﬂlhh[urbuuﬁuhﬂdmu

HEMMHHMM
man has been the work of John
Gotken, founder of Microwave

- Communications Inc. amil developer
y fumetion, Straul thinks the BFT could

of the GTE Airfone, Gocken owns

spongled about Straub’s situation and
ﬂbchl.mwulbepm:
markels LED
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Broken bulb disposal advice

T Emironmental Protection Agency  [ash disposal,
offars the foliowing advios 10 DoPSUMENS. Motn: some states prohibit such trash
on disposing of twoken Auomstent buibs.  disposal and mguing Tt Beoken e

B Open o window & ledve the /oM Unbsoien lamis be G 108 local meoy
'ﬂti&m“m. iy cerder.

Carefully scoop up the imgments W your ards after disposing of the
and powcdiear with $18 paper of cardboard hﬁ
and [ace them in & sealed plastic H o Rucresoent Dul breaks on & fug

ruise oves, 1 avail  of corped, femove ot mitoniais. you can
abiz 1.¢.. 00 not use bam handks), Wipe  wihout saing & vacuum cleanar, Rollowing
the ed clean with damp pager (owels or  [he Steps Stove, Sticky tape (uch ay duct
disgodable wel wisid and place them in  1ape] can be used 1o peok up sl piscss.
the phastic el powiee.

Do ok wisid I VeCUM o Bioaf 1 W vatuuming is reeded after all visible
Siean up the broken bults on hand surlaces. MMMMMH
dﬁﬂfﬂﬂlﬂh i ':‘.:I# m

WOCULIM hag (or rd ﬁlﬂﬁ-

Flace the firsl bag in & seoond v} and put the bag O vacuum debris in
sewed plaatic bag and oot it i the Sl o seeiod plastic bags i (he ouldoor
doce brash containes of in anolter oul tragh o outdoos location for nos-
door protected area for th reet moemal mal
That cost, be sald, will be made up ~ The best of the deal, Scianna

BOROTY
Carl Scianna, CEQ and founder of WHWMIWWHMMHM

PolyBrite, sald the Naperville, NL

based compary's products will hit
shelves in the first of D00R
under the Sylvanin ESelanna

said hulhs will be available for all

pared to the 3,000 bo 5,000 howr [fe of 8
CFL. He

E&mwn‘ﬂeﬂubﬂhm

hoaisehold uses and will likely cost it's om, you won't be able to tell the dif-
i Seianan

betwesn §10 and $12.

e,

said.

says, is that

environmentally friendly:
Im];:l ‘I?hnz E“FI‘L“IM Tuoreseent
a
Scianna said. “The lﬂlhﬁ.
Straub Is hoping Scianna’s predic-
ton comes true.
“1 don't care what sobves the prob-
lem,” he snid. 1 just want CFLs ot of
my face.™

bulbs are 100 percent




